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"Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations: ask thy father, and he will show thee; thy elders, and they will tell thee."
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This month we take a look back to a time easily de-
scribed as "The Good Old Days." A time when our modern
day Missionary Baptist work in California was still in its in-
fancy. The  40's was a decade  of tremendous growth, while
our brethren were united in their efforts to build a work for
The Lord.

The 1940 associational year started with a strength
of 10 churches which had a membership of 528, only 1 asso-
ciation, no State paper, no Bible School. Yet the brethren
were diligent in the work of the Gospel and churches were
being organized. God was calling men into the ministry and
churches were sending men throughout the California field.
The 1940 State Minutes list 15 Ordained Ministers and 11
Licensed Ministers

By the end of the decade (1949 Minutes) there were
48 churches with a combined membership of 4,090, 2 local
associations had been established, 1 in Northern California
and 1 in Southern California; the California Missionary Bap-
tist began publishing in 1940 and by the mid 40's R. Y. Bla-
lock began publishing the Western Baptist; 3 Bible Schools
were established for the training of ministers. The 1949 Min-
utes lists 91 Ordained Ministers and 49 Licensed Ministers.

Each of the papers shown here on pages 2-8 cover
the years from 1940 to 1962.

As the song of old declares: “Little is much, if God
is in it.”

Look back, look around and look upC. E. Hunt

R. Y. Blalock Allen Tabor C. C. Middleton O. C. HarrisLuther Cooper Troy Mize

California Baptist
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